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Acts x. 18. Ye know, from the A, day that I cause into 402 . 
after what manner I have been with you, at all ſeaſons. | 
ver. 20. Ad how i Rept back nothing that was profitable unts * - 
jou: but have Me you, and babe teught you publick'y, and 1 
Ji bouſy 8 #0. 

| ver: 26, 27. Wherefore I take you a recerd this day. that FE 4 
pute from the blood of all nen: For I have not Sounned 1 
| <tlate untoiyau all the counſel of God. Bn. * 
Gal. iv. 15, 16. Where is then the blefſednefs ye eat of: "_— 1 
For 1 bear you record, ibat if it hat been Pofible, ye winld have > 


/ucked out your own eyei, and have given them to me. Am 


i 7 3 become _ enemy, Go Lill you the truth WTO 
RE IF F Do 1 
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FAREWEL-SERMON. 
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II. COR. I. 14. 
As alſs ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your Re- 1 
Jazcing even ai Te alſo are curs in the Day of the LORD 9 
J7ESL&. a | | 
EY | H E apoſtle, in the preceeding part of the chapter, de- iy 
The clares what great troubles he met with in the courſe of Tf 
his miniſtry. Ia the text, and two foregoing verſes, he de- 14 
clares what wers his comforts and ſupports under the troubles 14 
he met with. There are four things in particular. Ei 
1. That he approved himſelf to his own conſdience. v. 12. 7 
For our 1ejoycing is this, the teſlimꝛny of our confcienss, that in V 
ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with fleſbly wiſdom, but by 1 
the grace of God, we have had our conver ſatlog in the world, > |} 
and more abundant'y to-you wards, © : 4 
2. Another thing he ſpeaks of as matter of comfort, is, that Y 
as he had approved himſelf to his own conſcience, ſo he had il 
alſo to the conſciences of his hearers, the Corintbiant whom he = 


now, wrote to, and that they ſhould agp. o of him at the day 
of judgement, 5 # 1 hs = | | 8 | 
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43. The hope he had of ſeeing the. bleſſed fait of his la- 
Jet . She: and ſufferings in the ne in their r happineſs and Slo- 
351 _ ry, in that great *day of accounts. - + - 

1 | 4. That in his miniſtry ce Corinthians, he had ap- 

proved himſelf to his judge, who would approve and reward . 

3 his fathſuloeſs in that day. 

8 | Theſe three laſt particulars are ſignißed in my text aod the 
- Frebecding verſe; and indeed all the four ate implied is the 
Text: 1 Fis implied; that the Corinthian had acknowledged 
him as their ſpiritual father, aad as one that had been faithful 

| among them. and. as the means of their future joy and glory 

at the day of Judgement. and one whom they (houid then ſee, 

g ndnd have a joyſul me tiog with as ſach* Tis implied, that the 

1 apoltie expected at that me to have à joyful meeting with (hems 

\ 2 "Mics. the. judge, aud with joy to behold their glory, as the 

* fruit o f bis labours; and. fo they would be his ref hing. Tis 

x IT: Im plied allo, that te theo expected to be approved of the great 

3 when he and they ſhouid meet together before bim; 
d.ahat be would, then acknowledge his fidelity, and that this 

* een the means of their glory; and that thus he would as 

13 5 in were give them .to him as bis crown ef regexcing. But | this 

\ rhe apolile could got hope for, voleſs be bad the teſtimo y of 


"th Fs | his own canſcienge i ka his favour. And theretore the words do 
+ ip io the Uros gelt & — that he had approved himſelf to 
=. os o. coglcicnce. . 


, 0D * 


* There is one thiog- implied i 10 each of theſe. particulars, 20 
= x ia every part of the.text, which is that. point I ſhell oaks the 
0 1 Mbiee of my preſent diſcourſe, vis. 
I: . DOCT. Miaiflers and the people that. have been under their 
k _ mulþ meet one angther | before Chriſt's uibunal at the day 
. bot jtgemeor. 
+, ©: Minifieraand, the people that have been. under their care. muſt 
| 24 -be parted in;this werld, how well [oc ver they bave becs united : 
I they are not ſeperated before, they mult be parted by deat: 


x ug Ss 20 they may be ſeparated while life is continued. We live in 
1 bo wild of <haoge, where notbiog is certain or ſlab'e ; 5 
f 2 A * * 
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where a little time, a few revolutions ef the ſun, brings to paſs 
firange things, ſopriziog alterations, in»partucular peiſons, in 


families, in twons and churches, in ccuntrics and nations. It 


often happens, that thoſe who ſeem meſt united, in a little 
time are moſt diſunited, and at the greateſt diſtanee, Thus 


 minifters and people, between whom there bas: been the greateſt 


mutual regard and firifclt unjon, may not only differ io their 
judgements, and be alienated in + Qion ;- But one may tend 
from the other, and all relation between them be diſſolsed; 

the miniſter may be removed to a diſtant place, and they. may 


ze ver have any more to do one with another in this world. But 


it it be ſo, thee is one meeting more they muſt have, and 


＋ — 


that is 10 the Jaſt great day of accounts, 
| Here I wou'd ſhew, 
I. In what manner, miri{ters and ah people which have 
been under their care, ſhall met t one another 1 the 227 of 


Ar r F e 


For what purpoſes. 

Ih. For what reafors God has fo ordered it, that migiſlers 
and their people mall then meet e in uch a manger, and 
for ſuch purpoſes. 6:40 

I. I weuld' ſhew; in ſome. particolars, in aka manner 


minſters and the people which have been under heir este, ＋ 
meet ore another zt the day of judgement. Concerning this 


would obſcree two things in general. 


K. That they ſhall not then meet ouly: as all * wol 


then meet, but there will be ſomething peculiar in aner 


of their meeting. 
2: T7 hat their meeting together at that time Gall. be. very 


different from whit it uſed 10 be ia the er God in this 


world. 3 
F. They hat! not meet at that dy ave; 25 all at ors 
muſt chen meet together. I would oblerve a di Fexerice 1 in vo 


a © ntl 


(1) As to a' Gear 2Oual view, and dilioct | krowledge-nod 


| not . of each other. 
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zube' the whole werld will be then preſent, all mask ind of 


all generations gathered in one vaſt aſſembly, with all the an- 


gelie gature. both ele and fallen angles; vet we need not ſup- 
poſe, that evety one will have a diſtin and particular know- 
ledge of each individul of the aſſembled multitude, which will 
undoubtedly coofiſt of many millions of miliions. Tho' 'tis 

robable that men's capacities will be muck greater than in their 


pteſent ſtate, yet they will not be infinite: Tho! their ander- 
| Nlandiog and compredenſion will be vaſtly extended, yet men 


will not be deified. There: will probably be a very enlarged 


view, that particular perſons will have of the various parts and 


members of that vaſt aſſem ly. and ſo of the proceedings of that 
great day: but yet it muſt needs be, that according to the na- 
ture of fiaite miods, ſome perſons and ſome thiogs, at that day 


mall fall more under the notice of particular perſons, than 
other; and this (as we may well ſuppoſe) according as they 


ſhal have a nearer concern with ſame than ethers, in the tranſ- 


actions of the day. There will be ſpecial reaſon, why thoſe 


who ave bad ſpecial concerns together in this world, ia their 
tate of probation, and whoſe mutaal affairs will be thea to be 


tried and judged, ſhould eſpecially be ſer io one another's view. 


Thus we may {appoſe, that rulers and ſubjedts, carthly jadges 
. and thoſe whom they have judged, acighbours who have had 
- mutualicenverſe, dealings and contcits, heads of families apd 


children and ſervants, ſhall then meet, and ja a peculiar 


iaction be ſet together. And cſpecially will it be thas with 
 * minilites and their people. Tis evident by the text that theſe 
mall be in each others view, fhajl diftinctiy know cach other, 
aud ſhall Have particular notice one of another at that time 


(32) They ſhall meet together, as having ſpecial concern 


ode with another in the great tranſactions of that day. 
 Alho' 74. meet the whole world at that time, yet 


ve aoy im nediate and particular cencern with 
all. Vea, the far greater part of thoſe who ſhall then be 2 


red together. will be ſuch as they bad oo inte courſe with 
in their ſtate of probation, and ſa will hase no mutual concerns 
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. mediate concern one with another, in matters 


675 


to be jadged of. But as to miniſters, and the people that have 


bteo under their care, they will be ſuch as have = much im - 
the greateſt 
moment, that ever mankind have to do ene with ↄnether in. 


Therefore they eſpecially muſt meet, and be brought together | 
before the ju ge, as baving ſpecial concern one with another ia 


the deſign an! bulineſs of that great day of accounts. 

Thas their meeting, as to the manger of it, will be diverſe 
from the meeting of mackind ia general. | 

2. Their mceting at the day of judgement will be rery di- 
verſe from their meetings one with another in this world. 

Miniſters and their people, while their relation continues, often 


meet together in this world: They are wont to meet from lab 
bath to fabbath, and at other times for the worſhip of God, add 


adminiſtration of ordinances, and the ſolemn ſervices 'bf God's 
bouſe : And befides theſe meetings, they have alſo cecafions' to 
meet for the determining and managing their eccleſiaſtical affairs. 
for the exerciſe of church diſcipline, and the ſettling and adjaſ- 


_ ting thoſe thiage which eoncera the purity and good order of 


pablick adminiſtrations. But their mecting at the day of judge- 


ment will be exceeding diverſe, io its manner and circumſtances. ; 


from any ſach meetings and interviews as they have one © with 


another ĩa the preſeat ſtate, I would obſerve, how, in 2 few 


particulars. 


(1.) Now they meet together in A r wulle | 


Kare, but then in ag unchaogeable (tate. 


Now ſianers in the congregation meet their Miiller W! e | 
whereia they are capable of. a ſaving change, capable of being 
turned, thro' God's blefing on the miniſtrations and labouts 


of their paſtor, from the power of ſatan unte Ged, and being 


brought out of a flate of guilt, coodemnatien ' and wrath, to a 
ce and favour with God, to the enjsymeat of the 
ptiviledges of his children, and a title to their eternal iaheri- 
- tance. And ſaints now meet their miniſter with great tamsias 
of corrupsioo, and ſometimes under geart' ſpiritual difficultics 
_ and afffition; And therefore are yet tha proper ſabjety 'of 


ſtate of pen 
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(8) 


of, an happy alteratien of their ſtate, conſiſting in 2 greater fred - 


dom ſcom theſe things ; which they, have reaſon to hepe for in 
the way of an attendance on ordinanees; and of which God is 


piesſed commenly te maka his miniſters the irſtrumeats. Ard 


miniſters and their peap!e now meet in o:der to the bringing to 


paſs ſach happy changes; they are the great benefits ſought in 


their ſolema meetings in this world. — ay 
But whes tbey ſhall meet together at the day of judgement, 

it will be far otherwiſe, They will not then meet in order to 
the uſe of means for the bringing to effect any ſuch changes; 
for they will all meet in an unchapgeable (ate, Sioners will 
be ia an unch ange able ſtate: They who then ſhall be under the 


uit & power of fin, and have the wrath ef God abiding on them, 


all be beypod ail remedy or poſſibility, of change, and hall 


meet their miniſters, without any hopes ef relief ot remedy, ot 


getting apy good by their means. And ag for the ſaicts, they 
will be already perfeRiy delivered from all iheit before remaic.- 


ing corruption, tiemptatian and calamities of every kiad, and ſet 


fargvst ont ot their reseh; and do deliverance, no happy al- 


| keration wilt remain to be accompliſk'd, in the way, of the, uſe! of 


means. of grace, under the adeiniſtratioas of , miniſters, - It will. 


then be p:ovounccd, Hie that fr unfuſt, let him be uni uf fill 


and-becthat in thy lat bim be filthy: hiil; & be that is righteous 
Het him be righteous ill. and be that is hof let hint be holy fill. 
Then they ſhall meet together in a ſtate of clcar, cer- 


— * 


d 1 p eee ns of od 2 935% 
_ © Miniffers: afe;ſet as guides:ard teachers, and, are repreſented 


is ſerig turo as lightaſer. op inthe churches/;3.and-in the prefent 
Rate meet theit people from time to timo in order to inſtruct and. 
cpäglnen them. to care their miltakes,':and be 4 dice be. 
bind them, when they turn sſide to the right hand or to the 
left; ſayiag. Thin is dhe ug. wall init; to evigee. zud cn 


. 


rm the trath by exhibiting; the proper , exilenccs of it. and to, 


refutcerrors and corre opiaiens,” to capyinge- the ei ronesus 


4 anch eſtadliſh ihe ;dqubnapg. : But When Chriſt mall come dd. 


SOATIN en 


jadgemzut, 'excry crear avd faiſc opinion ſhall by degected bs al 
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d:ccit and deluſion fhall vaniſh away before the light of 
that day, as the darkoeſs of the'pight vaciſhes ar the appearance 
ef the riſing ſun,; and every dodine of theword of God ſhall 
thea appear in fall evidence, and one ſhall remain unconvine- 
ed; al! ſhall know the math with the greateſt certainty, & theit 


x * 0 k 


mall be no mittakes toweRify,. | 5 | 
Noa Miniſters and their people may diſagree in their judg- 
meats eoncertiiog ſome matters of re'igion, and may ſometimes 
meet to confer together concerning thoſe things wherein they 
differ, and to hear the teaſonz hat may de offered on one fide 
and the other; and all may be ideffectual, as to any conviction 

of the truth; they may meet and part again no more agreed than 

- before ; and that ſide which way in the wrong, may remain ſo 
ſtill: ſometimes the meetings of miniſters with their people, in 

* ſuch acaſe of diſagreeing Tentiments, ate attended with unhap- 
py debate and-controverſy, managed with much prejudice aud 
want of caadour ; not tending to light and cenvictiog but ra- 

ther to confirm and increaſe darkneſs, and eftabliſh oppoſition . 

f6 the tratt, and alicoation of afſeQion one from another. But 
when they hall hereaficr meet together, at the day of judge- 
ment, beloie the tribunal of the grea?Judee, the mind and will of 

Chriſt will be made known ; znd there ſhall po lenger be an a: 
debate, or difference of opinions ; the evidence of the tral v_ 5 

tha!l appear beyond all diſpute, and al controverſies ſhall be © 


tically and! forever deckded--., ..... OI. | 
+ Now Misiſters meet their people in order to enlighten and © 
awaken the conſciences of ſinners ; ſetting before them the great V. 
evil and danger of ſia, the ſtrictneſs of God's Law, their ewn 5 
wickednels of heart and practice, the great gvilſ they ate under. 
the wrath that abides upon them, and their impoteoct,, bling. 
neſs, poverty and helpleſs and undone condition: But all is ef- 5 4 


* 


tea in vain; they remain ſtill, notwith(tanding' all the misiſ- 
ters caa ſay, ſtupid and unawakened, and their conſciences 


5 'naconvinced. But it will not be ſo zt theirelaſſ meeting at hg 
day of judgment; Singers when they ſhall. me their misiſtenr 
before their great Judge, will not meet him with a ſtupid con- = 
- ſcience ; they willthen be fully convineed of the truth of thoſ s 
thikgs which they * kim, eee Oy 4 


. F 
0 2 = 
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the preatncſs and terrible Majeſty of God, his ho lineſs and Bt 
tred of (in, and his awful jultice ia puniſhing of it, the ſtriftne(s 
of his law, and the dreadiuineſs and truth of his threatnings, and 
their own unſpeakable guilt and miſery : and they ſhall never 


more be inſenſible of theſe things: the eyes of conſcience will 


no be fully eolighten'd, and never. ſhall be bliaded- again the 
mauth qf conſcience ſhall now be open'd and never ſhall be ſhat 


any more. | OE TOE 
Now miniſters meet with their people, io publick and private 


1 


An order to enlighten them concerning the (tate. of their fouls ; 


to open and apply the rules of God's word to them, in order 
to their -learchiog their own hearts, and difccraing the ſtate 
that they are in; but now miniſters have no iefa'lib!e diſcerning 
the flare of the ſouls of their people; and the moſt fill! of 
them are liable to miſtakes, and often ars miſtiken in 
of this nature; nor are the people able certainly to know the 
fate of their miniſter, or one another's ſtate; very often thofe 
paſs among them for ſaiats, and it may be eminent ſaints, that 
ate grand hypocrites ; and on the other hand, thoſe are ſome. 
times cenſured, or hardly received into their charity, that are 
indeed ſame ofGods jewels, And nothing is more common 
than for men to be miſtakea concerning, their own (tate ; many 
that are abominable to Ged, and the children of his wrath, 
thiak highly of themſelves, as his precious ſaints. and dear chil - 
dren. Yea, there is reaſon to think. that often ſome that are. 
maſt bold in their confi Jence of their ſafe and happy ſtate, and 
. thiak themſelves not anly true ſaints but the moſt eminent ſaints: 
za the cangregation, are in a peculiar manner a ſmoke/in God's 
noſe. And thus it undoubtedly often is in thoſe congregations 
Where thz word af Gol is moſt faithfallly. diſpenſed ; notwith- 
 Kanding all that miniſtets can ſay in their cleareſt explications, 
ol the doctrines and rules of God's word to the ſouls ef their 


in g 


hbearers in their meetthgs on: with agother., But in the day ef 
. Jadgment they fhull have! another ſort of msetiag; then the 


kerrets of erary heart (hill be made manifeſt, and every. man's 

ſtate hill be perfectly kaowa. 1 Cor. iv. 5. Therefore rage 
nothing before t he tim until the Lord come ; who both will 

bring to ligt the hidden things of Aarknsſi, and will make —_— 


2 * 
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feſt the ceunſels of the heart; and then ſhall every man have praiſe 
of Cod. Then none ſhall be deceived concernibg his own Rate, 
nor ſhall be any more in doubt about it. There ſhall be 
an eteroal-eod to all the Py: conceit and vain: hopes of deladed 
hypocrites, and all the doubts and fears of ſincere chriſtians. — | 
And then ſhalball know the ſtate of one another's ſouls; the peo- 
ple ſhall know whether their miniſter has been ſincere and faith- 
49], and the miniſter ſhallſł now the ſtate of every one of the peo- 
ple, and to whom the word and ordinances of God have been 
a Savour of Life unto life, and to whom a favour of ecath' un- 
to death. þ 3 | 9 EE - 7: | | 
Now in this preſent ſtate, it often happens that when miniſ- 
ters and people meet together to debaye and manage their ec- 

_  clefaaſtical affairs eſpecially in a ſtate of'contreverſy, they are 
ready to judge and cenſure one another, with regard to each o- 
ther views and deſigns, and the principles and ends that each 
is in flaenced by; and are greatly miftoken in their judgment, 
and wrong ene another in their cenſures; but at that future 

meeting, things will be ſet io a true and pet fect light, and the prin» 
ciples aad aims that evety one has acted from, ſhall be certain- 
ly known ; and there will be an end to all errors of this kind 
and all unrighteous cenſures. WE” 5 

(3) In this world miniſters and their people often meet to- 
gether ho hear of and wait upon an unſeen Lord; bur at the day 3 
of Judgn:gat, they ſhall meet in his molt immediate & iaviſble 4 


preſence.” | „ 
Miniſters, who now often meet their people to preach to em 
the king eternal, immortal and inviſible, to ecnwince em that 
chere is a God, and to deglare to em what manner of being he 
is, and to cgnvince 'em that he goycras and will judge the world 
| and that there is a futdre ſtate of reward and puviſhmeot, aud to 
pireach to em a Chiriſt in Heaven, at the right hand of God, ia 
. au unſeen world, fhall then meet their people in che moſt imme 
| diate Fur preſence of this great God, Saviour and Judge, ap- 
pesrin in the mult plain, vifible and open · manner, with great. 
f | glory, with all his holy angels, be fore them and the whole worlds: 
. © They ſhall not meet them to hear about an abſent Chriſt, and 
J bnſera Lord ard future Judge ; but 10 appar becore that Judge = 


VI 7 


— 4 
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1 and as being ſet inthe; ia the preſence of that 3 Lord. 
oF wd his immenſe glory and awful Majeſty, whom they Rave heard 
3 8 often of in their meetings together on earth. 
„ * "(4 ) The meeting. at the Jail day, of miniſters ang the peo 
3 ple that have been ander the ir cate, will not be . by 
5 . any one, with a careleſs heedleſs heart. 

With ſuch an heart are heir meetings often attended in this 
/H world, by weny peitons, having licthe regard to him whom 
they pretend united!y to adore in the ſolemn duties of his pub- 

. lick worſhip. taking lirtle-beed to their owp thoughts or frame 
of their minds, not attending to the buſineſs they are engaged 
1 za, @r conſidering the end for which they are come toyether : 
i | but the mectivg at that great day will be very different; there 
1 - will not be one careleſs heart, no :cping, no wandring of mind 
from the great concern of the meztiog, no inattentiveneſs to 
| 6 the buſineſs of the day, no rega:! dleſaeſs of the preſence they 
/”  -mrein,'or of thoſe great things which they ſhall hear from 
OR Chriſt at that meeting, or that they formerly heard from hinz 
_—_— and of him by their miniſters, in their meztiogs in a flare of 
| trial, or which they ſhall now bear their miniſters e 
3  Concerviog them before their judge. . 
=__ Haviag obſerved theſe things conc: ning the manver. and 
I circumſtances of this future meeting ot miniſters and the people 
| _ That have been under their care. before the tribunal of 2 
ot 9 77 day of judgment, I now proceed, 
II. To obſerve, to what purpoſes they ſhali they meet. | 
1. To give en account before the great judge, of their be. 
daviour one to 3 in the relation they ood i ia to each &- 
in this worid. 
ES. Mioiſters are nt forth by Chriſt to their people on bis bf. 
| (neſs, are his Servants and Meſſengers; and when they hare 
J Goiſhed their ſervice, they mufl return to their maſter to give 
Him an account of what they have done, and of the entertain+ 
ment they have had in performing their mipiſtry. Thus we 
Bod is Lute xe 16— 21 That when the ſervant who 
was ſent forth io call the gue tts to the great ſapper, had dots 
bis errand, and finiſh'd his ap pointed ſervice, he returned to 
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of 
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6f the ertertainmegt he had received, And when the maſter, 
beiog angry, ſeas his ſervant to others, be returns again, and 
gives his maſter an account of his conduct and ſucceſs. So 
we read in Heb. xiii. 17. of mioiſters or rulers in the houſe of 
God, That watch ſor fou.«s as theſe that ni give account, 
And we ſee by the foremt. ion d Lute xiv. that miniſters muſt 
give an account to their maſter, not oniy ef their own behavi- 


our io the diſcharge of their office, but alſo of their peoples 


e of them, and et the treatment they have met with a- 
mong them. 


And therefore as they will be talled to gire an account of 


both, they ſhall give an account at the great day of accounts, 
in the pteſence of their people; they and their people being 
both preſent before their judge. 
Faithful miniſters wi! then give an account with joy, cos- 
cerving thoſe who heve received them well, and made a good 
improvement of their miniſtry ; and thefe will be given em, 
at that day, as their crown of rejoicing. And at the ſame 
time they will give an account of the ill treatment, of ſuch ag 
have not well received them and their meſſages from Chriſt ; 
they will meet theſe. pot as they uſed to do ig this world to 
counſel and warn them, but to bear witneſs 2gainft them. and 
ue their judges,” and aſſeſſors with Chriſt, xo condemn them. 
And on the other hand, the people will at that day riſe op is 
jadgraent gant wick -1 and unfaithfu] miniſters, wha, have 


ought their own temporal intereſt, more than the good of tlie 


ſouls cf their flock. 
2. At that time miniſters and the people who have been un- 
ger thetr. care. ſhall meet together before Chriſt, that he _ 


jadge between them in this world, ks 


, $9 it very often comes to-paſs ia this evi: world, that great 


differences and controveriis, ariſe between miniſters. and the 
people e that ate under the gieateft obligations to live in peace, 
above perſons in almoſt any rojation whatever ;' and z Htho' 
conteſis and diſſc ions between perſons fo tehatud. are the 
moſt vubappy and terrible in their conſequences, on many ac- 


2ounts, of any ſort of conteftiors ; yet how frequent bave 


dach conteptic ps been? lemerimesa people cosieſt with their 
miigniſtere 
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che right, and what is aprecable to his mind and will. 
ia order hereto, the parties muſt ſtand ropether before kin At 


Yaity- ſhall take piacch 
1 reward: he beſtows, 
There ſhall be a glotious reward fo faithful miniſters. 


de wiſe Gall f 


R Zi 


miaiſtera abaut their doctrias, ſometimes about their admini- 


tatioas and conduct, an! ſometimes about their maintenance 3 
"and ſometimes ſuch coniells coutivue a long time,; and ſome- 


timet they are decided in this world, according to the prevail- 
ing interell of one party or the other, rather than by the word 


of God, and the reaſon of things ; and ſometimes ſuch contre 


verſies derer have any proper determination in this world. 


But at the day of judgment there will be a fu'l perfect and 


ererlaſtiog decifion of them : the ipfallible judge, the inſiaite 
' Yovntain of light, truth and jaſtice will judge between the con- 


'tendiog parties, and will declare what is the truth, who is in 
And 


the laſt day; which will be the gteat day of finiſhiog and de- 
ecrmiaiog 3ll controverſi ics, recliſiiog all miltakes, and abvliſh- 


_ Ing all gorighieous judgments, errors and confuſiors, which 


have before ſubſiſted in the world of mankind. 

3. Miolſtets, and the geop'e that have been under. their care, 
muß meet together at that time, to receive an eternal ſentence. 
ad retribution from the judge, in the proſence of cach other, 
&eqpreing to their behaviour 19 the relato they ſtood in orc to 


another x in the prefcat Rate, | 


The jidge will not only declare juſtice, but . will do juſ- 
zice between miaiſters and thei s people. He will declarc —4 


i right between them, approving him that bas been jult: and,” 7 


Faithful, and condemairfy the unjuſt ; and/ perfect truth and 
a the ſentence wirich he palles, ip the 
d the. punifameats which he inilifas. 
To 
thoſe who have beœeg ſucceſsful. Dan. xii. 3. And they that 
bine as ths brightneſs of the firmanent, and they 
that turn many ts yigoterufneſe, as the flars for ever and ever: 
Aad a:ſo to thoſe who have been faithful, and Fer not ſuccels- 
fol ; Ifai, xlix, 4 Thc / aid. I ibo laboured in vain I have 


Joon my. Hrangth for nought ; yot Sarely my \ judgmett is with 


Lord, and my reward with my Cad. And theſe who haye 


OY wel teceived and entertaiced them ſhall be glorjouſly reward - 
| 5005 ; * x. 49, 41, He that ra 


acriveln gta, receiv: 1h me, 
* o 


3 


} 


ad he that roceiv:.h me, receiveth him that ſent me. 


XxxXiii. 6. Matt, xxiii. 1, ———33 


ters and their people: and to that end they ſhall meet toge- "at 
tiger, that they may not only receiye jaltice to hen Gives bur Ne 


great day, to rewal or declare the: righteous Judgments of Cd; 4 
Rot. ii. 5. Miaiſters ſhall have Jaſtice done them, and they ut nr 
| ſhall ſce juſtice done to their people © and the people ſhall re- iS Fo: 
 caive juſtice rhemſelves from their jedge, 21 ſhall ſee juſtice” ©. © 
done to their miniſter. And ſo all thiogs will be adjafted aock 5 


; Laftiog ame a ad 18 „ 0 


+ 1 
He that 


receivetb a prophet, in the name of a prophet, Mall receive wen Y 
prophet's reward ; and he that receiveth a righteous man, in _ 
the name of a righteous man Hall ree:ive a righteous man's 78 
#2ward, Such people and their faithful miniſters ſhall be each . 
cther's crowa of rejoicing: 1 Thel. ii. 19, 20. For what is 
our hope, or Joy, or crownyof F rej ing Are not even ,ye, in 5 
the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Cori at his coming? far ye are = 
our glo y and jiy. And in the text. We are your rejoicing, ar 3 
Se alfy are ours in the day of the Lord -Feſusr. But they LY 
that evil intreat Chriſt's faithful miniſters, eſpecially in that | 1-0} 
wherein they are faitbful, ſh»)! be ſererely puniſhed; Matth. MM 
x. 14, 15. And whyſhever ſhall net receive you, nor hear your pa - 
aur 1. hen ye depart out of that bouſe or city. ſhake off the „ 
& 11 of your feet. Verity J fay unto you. It fall be more toler- 
ale for abe finners of Sodom & Gomerrah, in the day of judg-: 
en, than for that city. Deut. xxxiii. 8.— 11. And oi 
Levi hs /aid, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy bo- 
ly one. They ſhall teach Jacob thy jutgments, and Iſrael 
thy law. ——— bleſs, Lord, vis | abſtance, and accept the work 
of his band: ſmite through the loin; of them that riſe up agaiaſt 
bin, and of them that hate him, that they riſe not again. Oa 
the other hand, thoſe miniſters who are found te have been 
unfaithful, ſhall have a molt terrible a Eee Ezets 


& * 


Thus juſtice hall be adminiſter 42 — the great day to miaĩ- 


ſee juſtice done ta the other party - far this is the end ef that 7 | 5 


ſettled for ever between them; every one being ſenteaced and 


| recempenced according ta his works 3 either in .ceceiviog and D 


weariog a crown of cicraa] jny and gory, or in ſuffering, eves· a 


I come. now to the. next * . viz 
III. Ts give ſome realons why we may lappole God las 
ſo ordered , that mi ders, agd the people that have been 
under theit care, ſhall meer together at the day of judgment: 
io ſuch a minacr and for ſach purpoſes. 
There arc two things which I would aow obſerve. 
1. The mutual concerns of minilters and their people are of 
the greateſt importanee. } 
Thggfcrip: are 7 that God will bring ev:ry work into 
Jadginent; with every ſecretthing, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be eil. Tis fit that all the concerns, and all the be- 
haviour of mankind, both publick and private, ſhoald be bro't 2 
at laſt before God's tribunal, aad finally determined by an iu- 
 fallible judge: but tis Specially requiſite that it chould be 
thus, as to affairs of very great importance, 
Now the mutual concerus of a chriſtiaa miniſter, and his 
church and congregation, are of the vaſteſt importance; in m. 
myxcſpeRs, of much greater moment than the temporal con- 
ecrns of the gteateſt carthly monarchs, and their kingdems or 
empires. It is of vat conſequence how miniſters diſcharge 
, their offiec, end coaduct 1h:mſclves towards their peopſe i io the 
work of the miviſtcy, and ia affairs appertaiging to it. Tis 
alſo a mater of vaſt importance how a people receive and es- 
tertaio a. faithful miniſter of Chrilt, * and what improvemeot 
d dzdey make of his miniſtry. Theſe things have a more imme- 
| Site and direct reſpect to the great and laſt end. for which | ' 
man was made, and the eternal welfare of mankind, than any 
ofthe temporal conceras of men, whether public or prirate. 
Aud therefore tis eſpecially fit that thele affairs ſhould be 
> Fronght imo-jadgmeat, ad oggaly determio'd and ſerrted ia 
truth and tightesuſaeſs ; and that, to this cad, miniſters and | 
their people hol meet together befote the omaiſcient and ia · 
flalbbſe judge | 
23. The muwal enacerns of nails _ their people hare 
a ſpecial relation to the main * ax Pertainiog o the. uy of 
g mean. 1 
5 7 a ſpecial relation to that great and diviac' perſon | 


who will 4hen apprar as loge. Miailkers are kis . 
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| ſect forth by bim; and in their office and admitiſliations a 
mong their penple, repreſent his peiſon, ſtand in his ſtead, at 


1 thoſe that are ſentio declare his mind, to do bis work, and td 
re ſpeak and act in his name: and therefore s eſpccially fit that 
5 they ſhould return to bim, io give an account of their work and 
fucceſs. The king is judge of a/ his ſubjects, they are all ac- 

R countable to him: but tis more eſpecially. requiſite that the 
| king's minifier), who ate eſpecially iatruſted with the admini- 
niltrat ions of his kingdom, and that are ſent forth on ſome ſpe. 


cial negociation, ſhould return to him, to give an account of 
* | thcmſcives, and their diſcharge of their trüſt, and the reception 
5 they have met wih. Cr oe . . 
: Mfiniſters are not only meſſengers of the perfon who at the 
; Taft day will appear as judge, but the errand they are ſcet up- 
en, and the affairs they nave committed to them as his mini- 
ters. do molt immediately concern his honour, and the intereſt 
olf his kingdom: the work they are ſcar upos, is to promote 
l the defigns of his adminiftration and government; and therefore: 


7 their bufine is with their people has a nearer relation to the day” 
: af judgment; for the great ead of that day is eompleatly t 
8 ſettle and eſtabliſh the affairs of his kingdom. to adjuſt all things 
E that pertain to it, that is oppoſite ts the inte efts of his king 
; dom may be removed, and that every thing which contributes 
Z to the compicatneſs and glory of ic, may be perfected and coa- 
| firmed, that this great King may receive his due roaour an 
0 lory. pe n ; SN hs | >. 
= : 7 in, the mutual concerns of miniflers and their people have 


a direct relation to the concer / of the day ef judgment, as hs 
| buſineſs of miniſters with their people is to promote the eternal. 

| fatvation of the ſou's ef men. aad--their eſcape: from eternak 
| damnation ; and the day of fulgment is the day appoiated fary 

 -thzt end, openly to decide and ſettle men's ctetnal ſtate, to 

fx ſome in a llate of cietnal Lalvation; and 16 bring their fal-+ 
vatioa to its utmoſt conſummatien, and to hc others. ia a Rate” . 

of erer'aſtiog damaatien end moſt perfect miſery. The mute A 

al conceras. of minilters aod people have a moit direct relations. 
10 the day of jadgment, as the very defigniof the work of the 

_ Bipi'try is the people's prepara tua for that di; mipilters ac 
ny 3 88 \ | 
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| | p 
ſent to warn them of the approach of that d., to forewarn 
them of the dreadful ſentence then to be pronounced on the 
Wi .ked, ar delcate to them the bleſſæd ſentep ce then to be 
Pt daounceg on the righteous, ard to uſe means with them that 
they may eſcape the wrath which is then to come on the un- 
god iy, and obtain the reward then to be beſtowed on the ſaints, 
Aud as the mutual concerns of miniſters and their prop'e 
have fo near and direct a relation to that Cay, tis eſpecially Et. 
that thoſe concerns ſhould be brought fte that day, and "there 
ſettied and iffuxd ; and that ia order to this, miniſters end 
their people ſhotf!d meet and appear together before the orcat 
Judge at that may. N 1 
APPLICAT Id.. 


been obſerved, is to lead the people here preſent, who have 
been ander my paſtoral care, to ſome reflections, and give them 
ſome ſuitable to our preſent cireumſtances; relating. to what 
"Has been lately doce in order to our being ſeperated, as to the 
rels tion we have heretofore flood in one io another; but ex 
pecting to meet each ether before the great tribunal at the day 
of judgment, | | „„ | 4 
The deep and ſerious conſideration of that our ſuture moſt. 
ſolemn mectiag. is certaifly moſt ſuitable at ſuch a time as 
this; there haviag ſo lately been that Cone, which in all pro- 
bability, will (as to the relation we have heretofore ſtood in) 
be followed with an terlaſting ſepetatien. By 
How often have we met together io the hauſe of God, 1a 
this reiation ? How often have I ſpoke to you, ioſtructed, conn- 
»=Pd, warned, directed an? fed you, and adminiſtted ordinan- 
1 zes among you, as the people which were committed to my care, 
\ and whoſe precious fouls I had the charge of? but is all proba- 
Tana, © 


bility, this never will be gain. | 5 
be prophet Jeremiah, (chap. xxv. 3) puts the people in 
miad how long he bad laboured amang them in the work of 
the miniſtty; ſrom 756 ilirteciß year of Joſiab, he fon of Amen, 
Ring of Jadah, oven unto this day {that is, the three and tuen - 
fieth year) the word of the Lord cne unto me, and I have po- 
en ule vu; rifing early and ſpęg ig. 1 am not about to com- 
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The improvement I-would make of the thinps which harre 


pa 


| 


( 19h 


pare myſelf with the prophet Feremiah ; but in this reſpeQ v 


can ſay as he did, that I have ſp:ken the word of God is you, un- 


#9 the three and twentieth year, riſing ear. y and ſpeaking. It 
was three and twenty years, the 15th day. of laſt February, 


Nace I have laboured in the work of the miniſtry, in the rela- 


tion of a paſtor to this church and congregation. Ard Ny my 


ftreogth has been weakneſs, having always labovred aden 
great ini mity of body, beſides my iaſalficiency for ſo gteat a 


cCchargdn other reſpects. yet I have {not ſpatec my feeble 


* 


ſtrength, but have exerted it for the good of your ſouls. I can 
appeal to yon, as the 2poſtie does to his hearers, Gal. iv. 13. 
Ye know hoav through infirmily of the feſh : I preached thᷣe goſpel 
22/9 ya. I have ſpent the prime of my life and ſtrengtih in 
labours for your cternal welfare, Y op are my witneſſes, that 
What {treagth I have had, I have not neglected an idleneſs, nor 
laid out in proſecuting. world) y ſchemes, and managing tempo - 
ral affairs, for the advancement of my outwary! ellate, and ag- 
orandizing myſelf and family; but have given myſclf to the 


Vork of the miniſtry, labouriog is it night and day, riſing early 
and applyiog myſelf to this great buſineſs to which Chriſt ap- 
pointed me. I have found the work of the miniſtry ainopg you 


io be a great, work indeed, a work of exceeding care, labour 


aud dificyity - many have been the heavy burgers that I have 


barge in it, which my ſixeogth bas been very unequal to. 609 


$ called me to bear theſe burdens, apd I bleſs his name, that ne 


has ſupported me as to keep me from ſinking under them, and 


that bis power herein has been manifeſted io my weaknels ; fo 
kat altho? I have often been troubled bnevery ſide, yet I have 
not been diſtreſſed; per piexed, but not in Cyipair ; caſt down 


but net deſttpyed. | | | ; 
But vow: 1 have reaſon to hiok, my work is ſiniſn'd which I 


| had to do as youraminiſter : you have publickly rejected me, 


and my opportunities ceale, | | 
How highly therefore does it now become us, to corkder of 


that time when we rſt meet one another before the chief 
ſherherd? when I wuſi give an account of my ſtewardſiip, of 
the ſervice I bave done /r, and the reception and treatment I 


harte had amor g the pegple Ke ſeat me to; and you mult give 
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WF. 26count cf your own conduct avi me, and the | impreve- 
ent you have made of theſe hre and twery years of my mij 
niſtry. For Shen both you and I muſt appear together, and we 
Vorn moſt give an account, in order to an infallible righte- us 
and eternal ſentence to be paſs'd epon us. by bim who wilt 
Judge us with reſpect to all that weh ave ſaid or done ia out 
 mectiogs here, all uuf conduct one towards another, in the 
hovſe of God and delſeshere, on ſabbath days and on othet 
days; whe will try eur hearts, ard manifeſt our thoughts, and 
de pt inciples and frames of our minds, will judge us with re- 
| Ipe& to a l the controverſies which have ſubtiſtes- between us 
with the ſtricteſt impartiality, and will exan ine Hur treatment 
of catch other in thoſe controverſics ; there is „thing covered; 
That ſhall not be revealed \ dor hid, which ſhall Dot be EBU; 3 
all will de examined in the ſcarching peoetratin glight of God's 
omoitcience and glory, and by him whoſe eyes are as a flame 
of fire ; end truth and right ſhall be made plainly te appear, 
\ Being Qripped of every 01 and all error, faſhood, uoiighte- 
hoſue ſs and injury ſhail be laid open, tripped of every diſguiſe; 
every ſpecſous pietence, every cevil, and all falſe reafoning ſha i! 
-vaviſh i in 2 moment, As got being able to bear the light of tar 
day. Aud then out hearts will be tutned inſide out, and the 
| ſecrets of thein will be made more Plainly to appear than our 
_ Gutward actions do now. hen it ſhall appear what ihe ends 
Which we have ajm'd at, what bare been the gopcruing 
inen which we have acted from, and what have been = 


1 5 difpoſtions, we have exerciſed in our eccleſiaſtical! diſputes and 


"+ 0 145 juit cauſe for the r-ſeatmear whi 


- conteſts. Then it will appear. whether 1; Red uprightly, and. 
oma reply conſcientibus.. care fal regard to my day to my 
* Lord And Malter, in ſome former eceleſiaſtical controver- 
es, which/hzve. been attended with exceeding vabipny « circun 
ſtances, and eonſt guences „It wiil appear whether rhere er 
1 manifeſted on tho, 
Occations. | Ang theo our late gr and contrererly,. conver ing 
—the qualificati6ns neceſſ. tary for adm fon to the p. ivileges of mem 
hers, in comvleat tan ing. in the vilible chfech of Chriſt, will 
he examia. 2 d judged. in all j i's parts and circ umſtances. am 
whe whole ſet for A io 4 clear certain $90 perfect tight. Tee yy 


1 77 i . WEN | 
29 9 + 5 


— 1 


— 


TY I 


* ; bo my N 
It will appear whether the doctrine which 1 have omit. and 
bliſhe conceyvipg this matter. beChrit's own dedtine, whe - 
Aer he won't own it as one of ibe precious truths which have 
proceeded from his own mouth, and vindicate and haggur as 
| ſach before the whole aniverſe. Then it will appear, what is. 


3-0 7 7 


for that is the day ſpoken of Mat. xxii 13. wherein ſuch an 
dne Hall be bound hand and foot, and caſt ito, outer darkneſt | 
vuhere ſhall be weeping ans reg of teeth, And then it 


Qu +> 


able to it, and in my general conduct in the affair, I have beep 
influenced from any regard tomy own temporal, Intereſt; 'or 
d. | honour, or deſire to appear wiſer. than others; ot have acted 
from any ſiaiſter ſecular views whatſoever ; and whether what 
1 have don: has not been fram à careful, ſtrict and tender re- 
zard to the wil of my ord and maſter, and beeauſe ! dare not 


Egent, impartial an pr +yerfa' enquiry ; 
in view and proſpect to eogage me to great ſolicitade not raſh- | | 


am now perluadrd i it is, that ſuch a determination would not be 


2 long ſeries of exream 
an abyfs of trouble and fo:row.” And then it will appear ma 
ther my people have done their duty to their pallor with reſp 

ta this matter; whether they have ſhown a right temper - -j 

Porrit on this occuſ ion; wherher the) have done me jaſtice in 
' Hearing. atten Jing! to. and coofi Jeriog what I had to ſay in eri? 4 
| dence of what I beliered and t- apht as part of the counſel. of "= 

God; whether I have been treated with that impartiality, | +Y 

5 &«ndour ay? regard which the jaſt jadge elleem'd due; and 

Whether, in the many ſteps which have bern ken, and the Bay 
' many. things that have been ſaid and done it: the courſe of this "* bo 
M1 2 controverly. rightequſneſs Id charity aod chriſtian decorum El 
: has been maintained ; or it otherwiſe, to how preat a degres 
ing mings have been violated. Then-Jevery ſtep of the con- 3 
Sock of each ol us in this Hair, from firſt to af, and the. {pi- 


dt Je hire excrciſed is all, ban be examided and muciſclled, 
| | and 
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meat by the man that comes without the wedding garment ; 1 a0 


ill appear whether ia declaring this doctryne. and acting agre- ; * 3 


 dfend: hin, being“ ſatis bed what his wil was, after a long, di- 7 
having thi: cooſtantly — of 


ly to determiae truth to be on this fide of the gueſtion where! "of 


for my tenypora) intereſt, but every way 224” alt it, bripging . | 4 4 
diſſi :ulties, and plunging me. inte _ 
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24 gtd eur own conſciences will ſpeak plain and loud, and each of 
As ſnall be convinced, and the world ſhall know ; and never | 
* ſnall there be any more millake, miſrepreſentat ion or miſopf re- 


* / henfion of the affair to eternity. | 
This controverſy is now probably brought to an iſſue between 
Pao and me as to this world : it has iſſued in the event of the 
Teer before laſt: but it moſt have another deciſion at that 
Steat day, Which certainly, Wil come, when you and 1 (hal! 
. meet together before the rat judgment ſeat : and therefore I 
11 leave it to that time, and ſhyll ſoy no more about it t preſent. 
1 I. To thoſe who are profeſſors of godiiacſs amongſt us. 
13 I would now call you to a ſerious conſideration of that great 
3 day wherein you mult meet him who hes heretsfore been your 
\ piltor, before the judge, whoſe eyes are as a flame of Fire. 
Il have evdeavourcd, according to any belt ability, to ſearch 
the word of Sod, with regard to the dittinguiſking notes of true 
piery, thoſe by which perſons might beſt diſcover their ſtate, 1 
6 and moſt furely and clearly judge themſelves, And theſe rules 
and marks I have from time to time applied to you, in the 
reiching. of rhe word, to the utmoſt of my ſkill, and in 
the mal plain ſearching manner that I have been a's2 ; In order 
to the detectiog the deceived hypocrite, and eſtabliſhiog the 
Hopes and comforts of the: ſincere. Ard yet it is io be tcar'd, 
that after all that I have done, 1 mow Icave ſome of you ina 
WT — CGdectivedaciuded {tzic ; for 'tis not to be ſuppolgd that among 
WT. fercral hundred profeſſors. none are deceived. | » F 1 
| : — Henceforward Jam like to have no gore opportunity to 
eke the care and charge of your ſouls, io examiae and ſearch 
4 them. But ſtill 1 intreat you te remember and coaſider the 
Kkales which I have ottea laid down to you, during my miniltry 
| Vith à ſaiemn reg#rd io the fature day hen you and" 1 mult 
meet topecther before our judge; waes the aſe; of examination, 
© you haveheard from. me mult be r+:6arſed again before you, & 
thoſe rules of trial muſt be tried, and it will apprer whether they 
have been good or not; and it will alſo appear whether you 
hare impartially heard them andi tried your · ſelves by them ; & 
rb thejadge himſelf who is infallible will try bork you and me: 
audi after this none will be deceiged cenczrning the ſlate of their 
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( 23 ) 
i have often put you in mind, that whatever your pretences 
or experiences, diſcoverics, comforts ard joys have been; at 
that day cvery one will be judged according to his works: 
and then you will find it fo, + : 
May yon have a minifter of greater knowledge of the word 
of God and better acquaintaince with ſoul caſes, and of greater 
fill in applying himſelf to ſouls, whoſe diicou:fes may be more 
ſearching 2nd convincing ; that ſuch of you as have held faſt 
deceit under my preaching, may have your eyes open'd by his; 
that you may be undeceived before that great day. 0 
What means and heips for iaſtruction and ſcif.examination 
you may hereaftzr have is uncertain ; but one thing is certain 
that the time is ſhort, your opporiuniiy fer rectifyiag miſtakes, 
in ſo important a concern will ſoon come to an end. Ve lite 
ia a worid of great changes. There is now a great change 
come to paſs; you have withdrawn yourſelves from my miniſtx 
vader which you have continued for ſo many years!: but the 
time is coming, and will ſoon come, when you will paſs out of 
time into eternity: and ſo will -paſs from under all means of 


7 


grace whatſoever, | | | ITE} 
The greater par t of you who are profeſſors of godlineſs have + 
(to uſe the phraſe of the apoſtle) acknowledged me in part; 
You have heretofore acknowledged me to be your ſpiritual fa- 
ther, the inſtrument of the greateſt good to you that ever i;, or 
cat be obtained by any of the chiid:en of men. Conſider of 
that day, when yon and I ſhall meet before our judge, when if 
ſhall be examined wyether you have had from me the treatmgnt 4 
whic% is due to ſpiritual children, an} whether you have weat- 
ed me as yon ought to have trłated a ſpiritual Father,—aAg' 
the ration of a natural parent brings great odligations on chil- 
cren in the [ighg of God; ſo much more, in many reſpecta, does 
the relation of a ſpititual father bring great obligations on lack, 
whoſe ecoverſ-n and eternal ſalvation they ſappoſe God has 
made them the inſtruments of; 1 Cor. iv 15 For th » 
. have ten thouſand inſtructars in Chrifl, jet laue ye not nam fa 
thori ; far in Chrifl Jeſus, J bave betten hau through the goſ- 


pel. © Tu "5 


{ 44 ) 
nu. Now i am king my leave of is prople. q wo! da 2 ple. 
myfelf to ſuch among them as I leave ia a Cheiſt leis, graceicls, f 
pgonditioa'; and would call on ſuch fcrioufly to conſidet of that 
ſolemn day whea oy and I malt nizc: before e (he zadge of he. 
world. | 
My parting with. ;ou is in ſome reſp: Qt; ina a peculiar manner | 
a melancholly parting ; ia as milth-as, 1 leave you in melanchol.. 
ly circumſtaoces; becenſe t learc you in the gal: of bitterneſs & 
| bonds of iniquiry, having the wrath of God abiding. on you, and 
remaining under condemnation to ercrlailing miſery and Ge- 
firution. Seeing 1 mult leave you, it would have bcea a eom- 
fortgble and happy circumſtance of our parting. if I had left. 
yet io Chet, ſafe and bleſſed in that fare refage and glorious 
_ reſt of the faints. But it is other wiſe I leave you far on, Ali. 
ens und ſtrangers, wreiched ſab :&s and Captiycs of {in and ſa>. 
tan, an! priſoners cf, vindictire j uſl r; without Chriſt, and. 
without: God in the werld. | 
Vour coaſcienees bear me witoeſs, that while had opportu- 
nity, 1 have dot ceafed to warn you and ſet before you your. , 
danger. | have. edicd io repreſent the miſery and neceſſity 
ef your Eircamflances: in the cleateſt manner paſſivle,. I have 
tried all ways that | could think of tending to awaken your con- 
ſciences, add make. you lebuble of the necefhity | of your impro7- 
ing you time, and beiog ſpecdy in flyiag from the wrarh io 
TFonie, and thotough ia the aſe of means for your, e- pe and. 
 Lifety,, I have diligentiy endeavour d to find „ut and uſe the 
moſt powerful motives to pet ſuade you to take care for your |» 
own welfare and ſelration. I have not only endeavoured to 
awaken you thet you might be moved with fear, but 1 have 
led mp utmoſt endeavours to win you,; 1 have ſought out ac: 
_ - ceptable' words, that if poſhvic [ might prevai! upon you to 
*», forſake fra, and tura to Cod, and accept of Chcili as your, ſavi- 
our and Lord. I have ſpent my ltrength very much ja theſe. 
thiegs. But yet, with regard to you whem I am now ſpeaking. 
to, I Have not been ſucccſsſul; but have this day reaſon 10 
bomplaio i is thoſe wards, Jer. vi. 29. The bellows are burnt, 
the lead is conjarned ef the fire, the ſounder melteth in vain, for 


the wick; 0 are net Place, ed ou. Tu t0 be ſeared that WE , 
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bene 4 as to many of you have Gnas to no 4 onenall 


| but to harden you; and that the word which I have preach'd, 


inſtead of being a ſavour of life unto life, has been a ſavour of 
death unto death. Tho' I ſhall not have any account to give 
for the future, of ſuch as have openly and reſolutely renoun- 
$ed my miniſtry as of a betruſtment committed to me; yet 
remember you' mult give account for you: lelves, of your cgre 
of your own ſouls, and yeur improvement of all means paſt 
and future, through-your whoic lives. God only knows what 
will become of your poor .perifaing ſou's, what mean; you 
may hereafter enjoy, or what diſadyantages and temptations 
you may be under. May God ia mercy grant, that however 
all paſt means have been nnaſuccelsful, , you, may have future 
means which may have a new effect; and that the word ofGod, 
as it ſhall be bereafter diſpenſed to you, may prove as the fire 


and the hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces. Howeves 


let me now at parting exhort and beſeech you aot wholly to 
forget the warnings, you have had while under my miniſtry. 
When you and I ſhall meet at the day of jadgment, then your 
will remember them: the ſight of me your former miriiter, 
on th at occaſion,” will ſoon revive them in your memory: and 
that in a very affectiog maauer. O don't let that be the firit 
time they are ſo revived. , ..- 
You and I are-now parting one from: b 2s to this 
world ; let us labour that we maya't be parted after cur meet + 
ing at the lat day. If I have been your faithful paſtor (whick 
will that day appear, whither I have or no) then I ſhall be acx 
quitted, aad ſhall aſcead with Chriſt, . O do your part that in 


luch a caſe, it may not be ſo, that you ſhould be forced eter- 


ral'y to part from me, and all that have been faithful in Christ 
Jeſus. This is a ſorcowfa! pariing that gow is between yen 
and me; but that would be a more forrowfal parting to pon 
than this. This you may perhaps bear without. being much 
affected with it, if you are not glad of it; but ſuch a partiog 
in that day will moſt deeply, an and dreadfai ily affect 
3 
III. I would addreſs ayſclt to chole who are under ſoma 

twakeniogs, 1 | 
DB: 3 | reit 
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Bleſfed be God, that there are ſome ſuch, and that (althæ 
I have reaſon to fear I leave maltitudes in this large congre- 


| gation in a Chriſtleſs (tate) yet I don't leave them all in total. 


fupidity and careleſſaeſs about their ſouls. Some of you, 
that] have reaion to hope ate under ſome awakenings, hare ac. 
quaiated me with your circumſtances 3 which has a tendency 
to caul- me, no I am leaving you, to take my leave of you 
with peculiar concera for you. What will be the iſſue of your 
preſent exerciſe of mind I Kn not. but it will be known 
at thut day, when you and I ſhall meet before the judgment 


ſeat of Chriſt. T hereforemow be much in conſideration of 


that Cay. | 
Now I am parting with this Flock, I would once more preſs 


upon you the counſels I have heretofore given, to take need 


of being ſlighty in fo great a concern, to be thorough and in 


good earneſt in the affair, and to beware of backſliding. to hold 
on and hold but to the end. And cty mightily to God that 
theſe great changes that paſs over this church and congregation 
don't prove your overthrow, There is great temptation in 
them; and the Devil will undoubtedly ſeck to make his ad- 
vantage of them, if pofſiyle to cauſe your preſent convictions and 


endeavours to be aborti /e. You had need to double your diligence, 


aad watch and pray leaſt you 5 overcome by temptation. 


Whoever may hereafter ſtand related to you as your ſpirit- 
ual guide, my deſite aud prayer is, that the great Shepherd of 
the ſheep would have a ſpecial reſpect“ te you, and be your 


guide (for their is none teacheth like him) aud that he who 
is the inflaite fountain of light, would open your eyes, and tur 


you from darkneſs unto light, ant from the power of Satan un- 
to Cod; tha, you may rec-ive forgivenzſ; of ſens, und inheri- 


tance among them that are fanTified, through Jaith that ir in 


Cri) + that H, in that great day, when! ſhall meet you a- 
gala before your judge and mine, we may meet ia joy ful and 
o!orivas circumſtances, never to be ſeparated any moe. 

IV. I would apply myſe! t to the young people of the con- 


eregatioa· | 

Siace | have been ſ-trled i ia th: work of the miniſtry in this 
Place, I bare ver had 2 peculiar concern for the ſouls of the 
| young 


5 
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F young people, and a deſise that religion might flouriſh among 
_ them: and have eſpecially exerted myſelf in order to it; 
| ' becauſe I knew the ſpecial opportunity they had beyond others, 
3 and that ordinarily thoſe whom God intended mercy for were 
; brought to fear and love him in their youth. Aod it has e- 
y ver appeared to me a peculiarly amiable thing to ſee young 
a people walkiog in the ways of virtue and chriſtian piety, ha- 
r ving their hearts purified and ſweetned with a principle of di- 
n vine love. And It has appeared a thing exceeding beautiful, 
t and what would be much to the adorning and happineſs of the 
f | town, if the young people could be perſuaded, when they 

meet together, to converſe as chriſtians, and as the children 
$ of God; avoiding impurity, levity and extravagance ; keep- 
4 FF iog ſtrictly to rules of virtue, and-converfiog together of the 
a thiogs of God and Chriſt and heaven. This is what I hare 
d longed for; and it has been exceeding grievious to me when 
t I have heard of vice, vanity and diſorder among our youth, 
a And'ſo far as I know ny heart, it was from hence that T 
= formerly led this church to ſome meaſures, for the ſuppreihng 
- vice among our people, which gave fo great offence, aad by 
d which I become ſo obnoxious. I have ſought the good and 
8 not tue hurt of our young people. I have defired heir trueſt 

honcur and happineſs, and not their reproach ; wnowing that 
= ure virtue and reſigion tended, not only to the glory and 
ff. felicity of yoang people in another world, but their greateſt 
Ir peace and proſperity, and higheſt dignity and honour in this 
3 werld, and above all things to ſweeten and render pleaſant & 
1 delightful even the days of youth. | 
1+ | But whether !have loved you and ſougt your good more 
j- or leſs, yet Cod in his providence, new calling me to part 
7 | with yoa, eommitting your ſouls to him ho once committed 
 - the paſtora; cate of them to me. nothiag remains, but oaly (28 
d I am no takinz my leave cf you) earneſtly to beſecch you, 

| from love to yourſelves, if you have none te me, not to de- 
* ſpiſe and forget the warnihg, and counſels I have ſo often gv - 
FF 2_ ea you; remembring the day when you and I mult meet again 

is | before the great judge of quick and dad; when it will ap- 
by pear whether the things I tays taught you were true, whether 
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the counſe's I bave given you were good, and whether l traly 
ſought your good, and whether you have well improved my en- 
deavours. | 

I have, from time to time, carneſtly warned you eſt 
Frolicking (as it is called) and ſome other liberties commonly 
taken by young people in the land. And whatever ſome may 
Jay in juſtißcation of ſuch liberties and cuſtoms, and may 
Jaugh at warnings againſt them, I now leave you my parting 
teſtimony againſt ſuch things ; not doubting but God will ap“ 
Prove and con firm it ia that day when we ſhall mcet before 
him. 

V. I would apply myſelf to the children of the congregati- 
on, the lambs of this lock, who have been ſo long under my 
care. 

I have juſt now aid that I have had a peculiar concern for 
the young. people and ia ſo ſaying, I did not iotend to cx- 
clude you. You art in youth, and io the moſt early youth: 
And therefere { have beco ſcaſible, that if thoſe that were | 
young had a precious opportunity for their ſouls good, 
you who are very young had in many reſpects a peculiarly pre- 
ejous opportunity. And accortingly 1 have not neglected you.” 
I have endeavoured to do the part of a faithful ſhepherd, in 
feeding the lambs ay well as the ſheep, Chriſt did once com- 
mit the care of your fouls to me as your miniſter ; and you 
know dear children how I have inſtructed you, and warned you 
from time to time; you know 1 have offen called you ropether 
for that end; and ſome of yoa, ſometimes, have ſcem'd te 
de affected with what I have {aid to you, But Jam afraid it 
Has hid no ſaving effect as to many of you: but that you re- 
main ſtill in an unconverted condition, without any real ſaving 


work wrought on your ſouls, convincing you thoro'ly 6f your 


Ka and miſery, couling you to ſec the great evil of fin, and 


to moura for it, and hate it above all thiogs; and giving 


you a ſerſe of the excellency of the Lord jeſus Cbrifl, bring: 
ing you with ail your hearts to cleave to him as your ſavicuc ; 


- weaning your hearts from the world; can ſing yo to love 


God aboye all, and to delight in holineſs mere than 1n all the 


Pieaſans things of this Firth : and | fo that I now leave you in a 
1 | ilcrasl 


1 


miſerable ehe hzving no later in Chriſt, asd ſo under 
he awful diſpleaſure abd anger of God, and in danger of ge- 
ing dowo to the pit of eternai miſery. 

But now I muſt bid you farewell: | woft leave you in the 
hands of Cod: I can do no mare for yea than to pray for you, 
Only I de ſire you not to forget, but often think of the counſels 
and warnings I have given you, and the endeavours I have uſed, 
that your ſouls might be ſaved from everlaiting dettruQion. 

Dear childres, 1 leave yeu in an evil world, that is full ef 
ſoa res and temptations. God only knows what wik becoms 
of you. This the ſcripture has told os, that there are but few 
ſaved : avd we bare abundant conkrmation ef it from what we 
ſee. This we ice, that children die as well as others 3 mul- 
titades die before they grow up; and of thole that grow up, 
comparitively few ever give good evidence of ſaring converſion. 
to God. I pray God to pity you, and take care of you, and 

rovide for you the belt nicans for the good of your ſouls ; 
and that God himſelf won! undertake for you, to be your 
heavenly father, and the mighty redeemer of your immortal 
ſouls. Don't select to piay for yeulcives : take heed 
yen bea't one of the number of thoſe, who caſt of jear, and 
reſtrain prayer before God. Conſtantly pray to God in ſeciet; 
| and oftep remember that great day when you mult appear be- 
fore the judgment: ſeat of Chriſt. and nie et your minitter there, 
who has ſo often counſel'd and warned you. 

1 conclude with a few words of advice io all in general, ia 
ſome particulars, which ate of great imporiance in order to the 
fuiuce welfare and proſperity of this church and congregation. 

1. One thing that greatly concerns you, as you Weuld be 
an happy people, is the maintaining of ſamily order. 

We have had great difpuies how the church ought te be te- 
Fulated; and iudted the 1 of theſe di! ſputes was Of great 
importance : but the due regulation of your temilics is of [a 
leſs. and in ſome reſpeAs, of much greater iw ce. Every 
chriſtian family cught to be as it were 2 little church, conſe- 
graicd to Chriſt, and wholly influesced and governed by bis 
tubes. Ard fami:y education and Ordes arc ſome of the chief 


of the means of grace, It theſe fail, al! cher meant ate like 
r | 1 
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t prove inneffectual. If theſe are duly maintain f. all the 
means of grace will be like to proſper and be ſucceſsful. 

Let me now ther; fore, once more, before I finally ceaſe to 
ſpeak to this coogregation, repeat and carneſtly preſe the coun- 
ſel, which I have often urged on heads of families here, while 
I was their paſtor, to great painfulnels, in teaching, warnivg 
and directing their children; bringing them up in the ourture 
and admoaition of the ward 3 beginning early, where there is 
yet opportunity; and maintaining a conſtant diligence in la- 


bouts of this kind: remembriog that, as you would not have 


all your inſtructioos and ceuoſe's ineffectu- i there muſt be ge- 
verament as well as iaſtruct ons, which w uſt be maintained 
with an even hand, and ſtcady reſolution :5a guard do ihe 
religion and morals of the family, and +5 i port of its good 
order. Take heed that it ben't with ary f youu as it was with 
Eli of old, who reproved his children u, rcft ined. them 
not; and that by this means you doa ( brig th: 4e carſe on 
your familics, as he did on his. | 

And let children obey their parents, and y&i. their in- 
ſtructions, and ſubmit to their o ders, as they ould inherit 
a ble ſſing and not a corle. For we have reaior :0 think from 
many things in the word of God, that nothing has a preater 
tendency to bring « curſe on perfors i” this we Id, and on all 
their temporal concerns, than an undutiful, ut labmillive, git - 


orderly behaviour in children towards th & parents, 


2 As you would ſcek the future proſperity cf this ſociety, 
"tis of vaſt 1 — that you ſhould avoid contertion. 

A contentious peop'e will be a miſerable pzovle. The con- 
tentions which have been among you, ſince I firſt became 
your paſtor, have been one of the greateſt burdens I have la- 
boured under in the courſe of my miniſtry ; rot oply the con 
eentioas you have had with me, but thoſe which you have had 
ene with another, abcut your lands, and oth: r concerns. Be- 


cauſe I knew that centention, beat of ſpirit, evil ſpeaking, & 
elings of the like nature, were directly contrary to the ſpirit 


of chriſtianity. and in a peculiar manner tend to drive away 


God's ſpirit from a people, and to render all means of giace 


ineffectoal, as well as to deltroy a people's outward comfort 
aad welfare. 3 Let 
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Let me therfore earneſtly exhort you, as you wou'd ſeek: your 
own future good, hereafter to watch againſt a cententious ſpirit. 
1f you would ſee gaod days, ſeek peace and perſus it 1 Pet, 
iii. 10, It. Let tc contentions which have been about the 
terms of chrifiian communion, as it has been the preateſt of 
your contention, ſo be the laſt of them. I would, now I am 
preaching my farewe-ſermon, ſay to you as the apoſtle to the 
Grrinthians, 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Finally brethren, farewell, Be 
perfect £ be of one mind; live in peace; and the Cod of love & 
zace be with you, | 
And here I wou ] particularly adviſe thoſe that have adhe- 
red to me in the late centroveſy, to watch over their ſpirits, 
and avoid all bittzrne's towards others. Your temptations are 
in ſome reſpe the greateſt; becauſe what has been lately 
done, is grievous to you; ——— | But howerer 
wrong you may thiok others have done, maintain with great 
diligence and watchfulgeſs, a chriſtian meckneſs and ſedatenefs 
of ſpirit : and labour, in this reſpect, to excel others who 
are of the contrary part; and this will be the beſt victory; 
For he that rules his ſpirit, is bettter than he that takes a city. 
Therefore let nothing be done thro” ſtrife or vain-glory ; in- 
dulge ns revengefal ſpirit in any wiſe ; but watch and pray a- 
gainſt it; and by al | means in your power, ſeek the proiperity 
of this town; and vever think you behave your ſelves as be- 
comes chriſtians, but when you fincereiy, ſenſibly and fervent- 
ly love all men of whatever party or opinion, and whether 
friendly or unkind, jult or io jurous, to you, or your friends, ar 
to-the cauſe and kingdom of Chriſt. _ 
3. Another thing that vaſtly concerns the future proſperity. 
of the town, is that you ſhould watch againſt the encrozehmens- 
of error; and particularly arminiani/m, and docttines of like 
tendency. 8 IT 
You were many of you, as I well remember, alarmed wick 
the apprehenſion of the danger of the prevailing of theſe cor- 
rupt principles, near ſixteen years ago. But the danger then. 
was {mail in compariſon of what appears now ; theſe doctrines⸗ 


at this day are moch more preraleat than they were: then 3 


cas 


2399 


the Rog ele the y have wadle io dhe land, withis this "ER, 
years, ſcems to have been vaſtly greater than at any time in 
the like ſpace before ; and they are (till prevailing and creep- 
ing into almoſt all pres of the land, threatning the utter rain 
of the credit of thofe dyctrines which are the peculiar ploty. 


of the goſpel, end the intereſts of vital piety - And I have of 


late perceived ſome things dat your ſelves, that ſhew that 


you are far from being out of danger. but on the contrary re- 


markably expaſed. The elder people may perhaps think 
themſelves ſoſſiciently fortificd agaiaſt infetion : but tis fit 
that all ſnauld beware of ſelf confidence and carnal. ſecurity, 


and ſhould remember thoſe acedful warnings of ſacred writ,. 
 Bemt high-minded but fear, and let him that lands, take heed | 
leaſt he fall. Bot let the caſe of the elder people be as it will 


the riling geoeration are donbtieſs greatly expoſed. Theſe 


principles ate excedding taking with corrupt nature, and are 


what young people, at leaſt ſuch as have not their hearts eſta. 


bliſh'd with grace, are ealtiyJed away with. 


And if the'e princip'es ſhould greatly prevail in this town, 
a3 they very lately have done in another large town I could 


name, formerly greatly noted for vas. and ſo for a long 


time, it will thceatea the ſpiritual ae eternal ruin of this peo- 


ple, ia the preſent and future geoerations. Therefore you | 


bare need of the greate!t and molt diligeat care and watck - 
fulneſs with reſpect to this matter. 

4. Another thing which 1 would adviſe t to. that vou may 
hereafter be a proſperous people, is that you would give. your- 
ſclves much to prayer. : 

Ged is the fountain of all bleſſing and proſperity, and he, 
will be ſought to for his bleſſing. I would therefore adviſe 
you not ovly to be conſtant in ſecret and family prayer, and 
in the pub ick worſsip of God in his houſe, but alſo often te 
effec mble yourſelves in private praying ſocieties. I would ad- 
viſe all (ach as are oricved for the aft Rions of 7o/cph, znl 
ſenſibly affected with the calamities of his rows, of whatever 
opinion they be with relation to the ſubje of our late cos- 
troverſy, often to meet together for prayer, and to cry io God 


for his merey t to themlelves, and mercy to this town, and 
mercy 
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merey to Ties and the people of Cod in general through the 

g. The laſt article of advice I would give (which doubtleſs, 
docs greatly,congern your proſperity) is, that you would take 
great care with regard to the ſettlement of a minifter, to ſca 
to it who, or. hat, manner of perſon he is that you ſettle ; and 
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particularly ia theſe two teſpecti mg. 
11) That he be a man of thoroughly ſound principles, in the 


ſcheme of doArine which be maintains. , 5 
This you will ſtand in the gteateſt need of, eſpecially at ſuck 
& day of corruption as this is. And in, order to obtain ſuck 
a one, you had need t o exerciſe extraordinary care and pru- 
dence.— I kaow the danger, —] know the manner of many 
young gentlemen of corrupt, principles, their ways of eonceal- 
ing themſelves, the fair ſpecious diſguiſes they are wont to put 


en, by which they deceive others, to maintain their owa cre- 


dit, .aad get themſelves into ethers confidence and improve- 
ment, and ſecure and eſtabliſh their gyn intereſt, till they ſee 
a conyenient opportunity to begin more openly to broach and 
prepagate their corrupt teacts, , , ,, , . 
(2) Labour to obtaid a man who has an eſtablifh'd charac- 
ter, as a perſon of, ſcrious religion, and fervent piety. 


1 Tis of vaſt importance that thoſe who are ſettled in this 
work ſhould be men of true picty, at all times, and ia all pla- 
ces; but more eſpecially at ſome times, and in ſome towns & 
churches. And this preſent time, which is 8 time wlierein re- 
ligion is in danger, by ſo many corruptioas in . dedtrine and 
Practice, is. in a peculiar manner a day whereia ſuch miniſters. 
are ary. Nothing elſe but ſiacere piety of heart, is at 
all to be depended on, at fack a time as this, as a ſecutity to 
a young man, juſt comiag into the world, from the prevailing 
22 or thoroughly to engage him io proper and ſucceſa- 
al eadcavours to, withſtand, and oppoſe the torrent of error, & 
prejudice, again the high myſterieus cvangelical , docttines of 


| the religion of jeſus Chriſt, and their genuine effect is true 


enperimental celigion, And ibis place is a place that docs 
peculiarly need ſach a miaiſter, for reaſons obvious to all. 
Nye (hould happra to * a muaiſter, who Ruews 10. 


* 


| J 5 th! as t:uly of Chriſt, and the way of f. Iration by him, nothing 
[ experimentally of the nature of vital reiigon ; alas, bow will 
| | you be expolcd as ſheep without a hepherd ! ! here is need of 
| | one in this place, who ſhall be emivent'y fit ro ſtand in tbe 


gap, and take up the hedge, and who ſhall be as the chariets'of 
Ijrael, and the borſemen thereof. You need one that ſhalf 


++ » flard as a champion ia the cauſe of tru; h and the power of god. 05 


| Iliaeſs. 

| | Hav: ng briefly mentioned theſe | important articles of advice, 
1 nothing remains; but that I now take my leave of you; & bid 
| | you all. . wiſhing and prayingfor | pour beſt ptofpeti - 


1 06 ty. I would now commend your immortal fouls to him; whe: 
4 i | formerly committed them to me, expecting the: day; when 
—_ 1 walt meet you again before him, who is the judge of quick * * 
7s and dead. I deſice that 1 may never fotget this people, 'who 


1 haare been ſo long my ſpecial charge, and that F may never craſa 
EL - fervently to pray for your proſperity. May God bleſs you 
. with a faithful paſtor, one that is well acquainted with his mind 
yl. | aud will, tho'roly warning ſianers, wiſely and ſleilfully ſearch- 
| ng profffiors, and condutiog you in the way to eternal bleſ. 
| ſedneſs. May you have truly a burdidg and ſhining light fer 
| up in chis candleſtick; and may you, not only for a ſeaſon, 
| 0 | but during bis- whole life, and that a lobg life, be willing to 
8 rejoice io his light. 
= Aod le: me be remember'd in the prayers of all God's peo- 
A (| ple that are of a calm ſpirit, and are peaccable and faithful in 
ek | Hrael, of whatever opinion he may be, with reſpect! to terms 
| (F:1 ei charch communion. 


And Ter us all remember, and never forget our ſotore ſo- 
lemn mceting; on that great day of the Lord; the day ot in- 
WW |: Alliblc deeiſion, and of the everlaſting and unalterable ſeatencs, 
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